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Dear Reader,

A Vidyalaya Magazine provides glimpses of the campus life of its students
whether it is academic, literary, sports, cultural events or extracurricular or co-curricular
activities. It’s also a tribune to give expression to the creative abilities of the students of
a Vidyalaya. This Vidyalaya magazine put across the various accomplishments of the
students in different fields be it academic and non-academic.

Swami Vivekananda says that a good teacher does not teach a student but make
him/her able to recognize his/her untapped talents/abilities to the fullest, here we have
tried to provide a platform to the students to recognize and give expression to their
latent talents. The creative energy of the students has found manifestation through the
poems, small stories, sketches, drawing etc which have been included here in the
magazine. | find this magazine as an exertion of our students which may not be perfect,
but it is definitely creative. It reflects the indomitable spirit of our students as the whole
world was ravaged by the ongoing pandemic COVID19.

The magazine that you are holding in your hands is a finished product of long
process of polishing the raw material received from various stockholders. It’s a result of
long contemplation and sustained efforts of the editorial board of the magazine who
took utmost care in choosing and correcting the raw material received from the students.

| am to sincerely acknowledge my indebtedness to my Principal Mr. Ramesh
Kumar, who apart from constantly encouraging me, was readily available to help me
whenever and whatever | contact him for. He remained a source of inspiration for
completing this task during the preparation of this magazine.

| wish to express my gratitude to my colleagues Ms. Triveni Shakyawar, Ms.
Deepika Pande, and Ms.Vishwa Purohit for their assistance rendered during proof
reading of the manuscript.

Lastly my acknowledgement is due to God Almightly who put me in such an
environment so as to complete this task without which this Magazine would not have
seen daylight.

Happy Reading!
Anil Kumar
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It gives me immense pleasure to know that Kendriya Vidyalaya Makarpura
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is publishing the ‘Vidyalaya Patrika’ for the academic year 2020-21.
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The school magazine not only reflects achievements of the school but is also a
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platform for nurturing the budding literary talent of its students. It gives expression to
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their ideas and vision and provides the opportunity to students with the guidance of their
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teachers to showcase their creativity and imagination.
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On this occasion, | extend my good wishes to all concerned and expect that
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students and staff shall keep coming up with new ideas and knowledge oriented
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information which will be informative and entertaining. It will also reflect the creative

e
%g’ > <
> <

(T2
£

and innovative activities undertaken by the institution throughout the year.
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| extend my hearty congratulations to the Principal, staff and the students for this
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venture and wish the magazine a grand success. All the best and keep up the good work.
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1 BHAVNA SHARMA 466 93.20
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Member, (One Member Gp. Capt. AKSHAY RATHODE

nominated by Chairman
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Dr. JYOTSANA FANSE
Member, (Eminent Educationist) | Assistant professor ,German
department MSU

e
%” > <
> <

(12N
£

e
%” > <
> <

(T2
£

Dr. H.P. Soni
Member, (Eminent Educationist) [ Assistant professor department of
Chem. MSU
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Member (An eminent Person in Prof. Gaurang
area known for outstanding work | Bhusan
in the field of culture Faculty of performing art MSU
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Doctor of the Area Station Medical Officer

Member (Representative of Mr. Dharam Pal
SC/ST belonging to Class-I JE MES

service) Darjipura

Ms. H.C.PATEL
TGT (WE)

(T2
s.,’ >

),

e
8>

> <
> <

e
£

(1LY
£

> <

e
i.gg > <

(12N
£

e
%g’ > <
> <

(1LY
£

Member (A senior most teacher
with longest stay)

Member Secretary (Principal) F'\)/:irh?igg:%h Kumar,

Gp. Capt. D.K.SHARMA, AFS,
Co-opted Member DARJIPURA
Chief Admin Officer 36 wing
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Commissioner CUSTOM AND
EXCISE DEPARTMENT

)Y,

Chairman, CGEWCC
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This Vidyalaya initiated its journey in the year 1984, and since then it has now
grown into an army of about 1700 learners with a workforce of 50 teachers and 6
support staff who have been working with sincere dedication to provide the children

with the knowledge and skills of the 215t century.
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Infrastructure:
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To fulfil the demand of the new era, the Vidyalaya has a promising infrastructure
which helps our students to succeed in all fields.

e
%” > <
> <

(12N
£

> <
> <

e
)

(T2
£

e \We have high-tech classrooms with computers, LCD Projectors, Interactive
Boards and Visualizers along with Internet Connectivity where latest e-learning
practices can be conducted.

e \We have 3 computer labs with approx. adequate number of computers, high-
speed internet connection, ceiling mount LCD projectors and interactive boards.
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e Recently we have equipped our Sr. Computer Lab, Chemistry Lab and Library
with latest IT gadgets like Apple iPad, Apple TV & Projectors to inculcate the
latest trends in the field of Information Technology.

e Physics lab, Chemistry lab, Biology lab, Jr. Science lab and Maths lab are made
hi- tech to instil the scientific skills in budding scientists.

e With more than Eleven thousand books & many Computers with internet,
Vidyalaya’s computerized library acts as delivery room for the birth of ideas and
an open door to wonder and achievements.

One resource center is there for tiny tots of primary classes where the concept
of “Joy of Learning” is guiding force. Another resource center is there for
secondary section to make non-scholastic subjects enjoyable.

e As per a famous Latin quotation “sound mind in the sound body” Vidyalaya has
sports and games facility in Kabaddi, Basketball, Kho-Kho, Volleyball, Table
Tennis & Chess to keep pupil healthy and fit.

e Vidyalaya has three Reverse Osmosis water plants with 150 litre capacity each
to facilitate students with potable drinking water.
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Important Events:
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e Along with diversified scout & Guide activities, this year we have also performed
various NCC activities.
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All-important National Festivals & Days are celebrated with full enthusiasm &
spirit.

e Faculties from various institutions visited our Vidyalaya to enrich our students on
latest burning issues, career growth and development & programme for
Adolescents.

e (Career guidance programmes were organized for various fields of life.

e We celebrated the birth anniversary of our former President, Dr.Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnan as the Teacher’s day.

e Other important days like Yoga Day, Unity Day, National Education Day,

e
L

> <

T2
S

[
e
%” > <

e
i.g! > <
> <

(LN
£

e
%g’ > <
e
%g’ > <

> <

e
%” > <

(T2
£

> <
> <

e
)

(12N
£

Children’sday, Sports Day etc. were also celebrated in the Vidyalaya.

e Vidyalaya has observed Hindi Pakhwara, Swachchta Pakhwara and Paryatan Parv
during the month of September this year.

e Apart from these activities Vidyalaya has organized Vidyalaya Level Social
Science Exhibition, Science Exhibition, Fire Safety Week, Communal Harmony
Week, Library Week etc.

e In cluster level Social Science Exhibition held at KV EME Vadodara, our
Vidyalaya stood First in solo song.

e Meetings of VMC & Parent Teacher Association were held during the year as per
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AMAYA

THOOYA PRASANTH

MOON MY FRIEND

PURVI SINGH

MY EYES

THOOYA PRASANTH

LAUGH A BIT

SAKILA

TRUST

RISHIKA SINGH

CIVID19: MORE ABOUT IT

DIVYAJYOTI PATRA

INTERESTING FACTS

AKASH MISHRA

EXPECTATIONS

RISHIKA

THE YEAR OF 2020

ROOPA RAVALI

EASY PEASY LEMON SQUEASY

THOOYAP.

LET IT FLOW

RISHIKA

7 SECRETS

MANASVI KAGRA

AGAIN AND AGAIN

MANASVI KAGRA

COMPUTER SCIENCE ABBREVIATIONS

MANASVI KAGRA

DID YOU KNOW

PRAKASH

NO MATTER

RISHIKA

COSMETICS

GUNJAN ARYA

RAIN

AMAR SHIGH

AMAZING FACTS

ABHISHEK

WOMAN EMPOWERMENT

ANIL KUMAR

to school like all the other children.

Once there was a girl named Amaya. Amaya’s father was a vegetable vendor
and her mother did household work in some houses. Since they were a poor family
Amaya could not go to school. Amaya was a kind, bright child and she longed to go

(T2
&>

D> <

(1LY
L

(12N
s.g’ > <

),

D> <

(1LY
L5

=

(T2
s.g

D> <

e
&)

=

(12N
s.g

e
%g! > <

=

(12N
%3

> <

e
£

> <

e
L5

> <

e
£

> <

e
%g

)

D> <

e
L)

e
%9? > <

D> <

(LN
L

e
%g! > <

(T2
%” > <

),

(12N
%’Q > <

(T2
%’Q > <

(12N
%” > <

(T2
%g! > <

(12N
%g! > <

(12N
%’Q > <

(12N
%’Q > <

<



e
8>

> <

e
£

e
i.gg > <

> <

e
552

> <

e
S

> <

e
%g

> <

e
S

e
%g’ > <

)%,

> <

e
L

D> <

e
5

> <

e
L

D> <

e
52

> <

e
[0

> <

e
)

> <

e
[0

e
0.,! > <

e
%g’ > <

> <

e
)

e
%” > <

e
%” > <

e
%” > <

e
%” > <

e
%” > <

e
%” > <

e
%” > <

<

<88h> <85> < 8> <8h> <8H> <85> < 8h> <8h> <85> 8> <8h> <85> < 8h> <85> < 8> <8h> <85>

Every day, Amaya woke up and got ready to go with her mother to help her
at work. Her father left for work at the local market by that time. One day, they
first went to the house of a boy called Narayan. Amaya started sweeping the floor
and her mother went about washing the dishes. After finishing all the work they
swept the garden. Amaya’s mother also worked at Minister Govind’s house, which
was very close to their house. Minister Govind had a little daughter named Arya.
Amaya and Arya were good friends. Arya talked with Amaya while she was
working. Amaya was washing dishes in the kitchen while chatting with Arya who
was sitting on the open window sill. Arya’s favourite gold and silver coloured
ribbon which she wore on her head flew away in the strong breeze but Arya didn’t
notice as she was speaking to Amaya. Arya realized that her ribbon was missing
and searched all over the house. Amaya also helped her search for some time but
went home with her mother as it was time for dinner.

Amaya’s father had also returned home from the market. Her mother made
dinner and the family ate happily. While Amaya was resting a strong breeze was
blowing. Amaya looked out of the window and she saw a gold and silver ribbon
fluttering in the wind while stuck on a bush outside her house. She knew right
away that it was the same ribbon that Arya had lost. Amaya went out of the house
and started running behind the ribbon, which had now come lose and was being
blown away by the wind. While she was running behind the cloth she entered a
grave yard and she felt very scared. The ribbon was now stuck on a branch of a
dead tree. Amaya managed to climb it and at last she reached the right branch.
But a strong wind blew again and it took the ribbon away, again.

Amaya climbed down the tree and followed the cloth. Amaya didn’t really
know where she was going as it was very dark. Suddenly, “SPLASH”! She fell into
a pond, but she swam towards the ribbon and grabbed and climbed onto the bank
of the pond. She then went back home and dried herself and kept the ribbon in her
cupboard. The next day she went to Arya and told what had happened last night.
Arya was very happy and told this to her father. Minister Govind was surprised
that this little girl had gone through so much trouble just to make his daughter
happy. He decided to help Amaya go to school and told this to Amaya and her
parents. Now Amaya and Arya are not just friends but also classmates and lived
happily.

By- Thooya Prashanth
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My eyes are good, My eyes are great,
When | am late, it looks at the time.
When | smile my eyes are open wide.

e
£
(LN
£ <

> <

12N
S

[
(TN
%g! > <

v Oh my eye! N
o When | meet someone new, my eyes feel &
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Oh my eye!
Tell me why? Why are you so brilliant?
My eyes can look at an elephant.
Oh my eye!
My eyes are good! my eyes are great!
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The moon’s amazing sizzling charm,
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Inducts me to take it to my arm,
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With a tight hug giving warm,
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Making me forget all the storm.....
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In this very beautiful night,
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It’s really wonderful sight,
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With the ray of amazing light,
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You have taken my heart
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M To great new height.... Y
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By-Purvi singh
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This Year hasn't been short of surprises, and it started with the spreading of

"CoronaVirus' ' throughout the world like a social media trend. The name CORONAVIRUS is
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the name of the Family which consists of 108+ various viruses. Actually SARS Cov-2 is the

real name of this virus and it is the predecessor of 2002 SARS COv. And COVID-19 is the name

e
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of disease, not the virus! This Virus's origin is Wuhan, China.
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[ had read somewhere that it started to spread from the person who ate Bat soup. It is a
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fact that all the pandemic causing viruses came from animals and got transmitted to humans

due to meat consumption, let it be Bird-Flu, Mad Cow, SARS COv, MERS, TBT, Smallpox,
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Spanish-Flu, Ebola, HIN1 and many more, so it clears one thing that, "consumption of meat
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should be precisely zero for a human body". Otherwise, we have to pay it with our lives
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someday.
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Now moving towards the Bat Soup theory: This theory is considered because in 2016,
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The Corona Virus which was found in a bat is very similar to this Virus. They are not totally
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from bats but might have mutated due to consumption by a human, but we got one more
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theory as well which is more of a malevolent intent that Wuhan virology lab prepared it by
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artificially doing some genetics with help of Pangolin Animal, to shatter, maybe the global
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economy.
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Currently The whole world is in a race of formulation of vaccines. Every scientist and
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doctor is trying their level best. Till then we must follow Covid-19 Protocols by the
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Government. Even with these things happening, life and time are still going on. So consider

that Life is a show and One Famous guy once said:-
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"THE SHOW MUST GO ON"'.
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-Divyajyoti Patra, XII-A
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Some Interesting Facts About Human body
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1. The largest bone in the human body is the femur. It can
support 30 times the weight of a person's body that's stronger
than steel.
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2. Messages from the human brain travel along nerves at up to
200 miles an hour (322 km/h).
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3. In an adult human, 25% of their bones are in the feet.
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4. The gluteus maximus is the body's largest muscle.
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5. A human’'s ears and nose never stop growing.
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6. There are more bacteria in a human mouth than there are
people in the world.
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7. A human's little finger contributes over 50% of the hand's
strength.

e
%’? > <
> <

e
£

> <

’ > <
e
£

8. If a human being's DNA were uncoiled, it would stretch 10
billion miles, from Earth to Pluto and back.
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9. Within three days of dying, the enzymes that digested a
person’s food will begin to digest that person’s body.
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10. For an adult human, taking just one step uses up to 200
muscles.
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11. A human skeleton renews itself completely every 10 years.
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12. By the time a person reaches 70 years old, he or she will have
consumed over 12,000 gallons of water.
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-Akash Mishra
Xl 'B'
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Expectations
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Expectations hurt;
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So does the fear of failure.
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In the deep and dark oceans of expectations and failure;
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> There still exist a barque v

Barque called life.
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During the worst of storms;
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A traveller doesn't give up
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He travels, travels for the light of life

> <
> <

e
)

e
£

No doubt, not meeting expectations does hurt
But that doesn't call for a QUIT
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If you dare to expect;
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And let people have expectations.
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If you have what it takes;
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What it takes to achieve
Then you have what it takes to LIVE
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Just like a traveller in the worst of storms:
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Just like a small barque in the dark oceans;
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You can't give up
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Because the darkness won't hover forever
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Nor will the storm
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I have dreamt for days where | would not have to wake up at 6 in the
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morning to get ready and go to school instead just unwind but little did I know
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that my dream would soon come true but am I enjoying ‘THE’ dream now? Not
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quite.
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Usually it used to take me quite a bit of time to get ready for school but
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now | wake up 15 minutes before the class starts and all 1 do is log into my
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computer and that is it my class begins with a touch of a button {never thought
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we would come down to this}.For the first few days e-learning was fun as | had a
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lot of free time on my hand so I could do things that I wasn’t able to do during
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school time. We have breaks in between different lectures but instead of sitting

> <
> <

e
)

e
£

together and eating with my classmates; |1 go to my kitchen to eat my meals. But
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things have been quite tenacious as studying online is not easy at all; we are
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given more assignments, tests, shorter deadlines, etc. and learning online is very
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different from face to face interactive learning.
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As the lockdown prolonged | started to miss my school, teachers and most
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of all my friends! It made me realize how | took the world for granted. But on

the contrary this lockdown period has taught me to appreciate nature and be
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patient.
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These past few months have been extremely fruitful for some while
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brutally draining for others. Though people have been extremely constructive
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their way sometimes it’s ok to stop what you are doing and take a break. We all
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need to understand each and every person in this world is new to this pandemic
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no one in a billion years has gone through something like this hence everyone
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has a different approach towards this problem. We need to remember we are in
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this together and times like this look for reconciling old lost friendships,
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spending quality time with your families. I guess this is the universe’s way of
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telling to slow down and take a break from the usual hustle bustle. Though I do
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wish we could go back to our normal lives where we did not have to do virtual
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birthday parties, sanitize everything we touch and most importantly wear masks
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N to even go for a walk. But | keep reminding myself as a mantra- “This Too Shall N
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Pass”.
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Ownce there lived two witches Perol and Bwma, They were good witohes
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because they helped everyone, one day a little girl was trapped in a cage, Perol and
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Emma saw this and helped the little girl, get out of the cage and asked “How did
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You get into this cage?” The girl answered “when [ was returiniing home suddenly
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from nowhere a cage fell on wme”. Then Perol said to Bmma “tt must be Tekl”. So
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they felt that it was Teki who did this. Perol and Bmma then read books from
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which they Learnt that even the weak witches can try to change the powerful ones,
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So theg learnt the spell which was tn the books. Theg wewnt to the tower where
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TeklL Lived, Then Perol who was good at wimicry shouted tn a furious voice “Tekil
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come out, You cruel creature”. Hearing the loud angry voice, TeRL, who was in the
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tower, got scared. She satd in a trembling volce “Who is out there?” The furlous
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volee nsked “why do you always trouble people? You need to be punished”. Then
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suddenly from nowhere a cage fell on TeRL and she cried “let me out, Let me out”.
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nto a good witch too, Now Perol Bmma and Teki Live together and they all help
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everyone. All thanks to Emuma and Perol.,
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MORAL: Good begets good !

)V

By-Thooya Prashanth
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Y I Let it flow | F Secrets of Success v
& | [ found the Answer tn my room | =
. O! Let it flow . \
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f Like a drizzle at dawn;

‘ Like diamonds on skin;
- - | .

Like pearls in serene emerald sea. | > Fan said- Be cool

» Roof said — Aim high
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] | » Clock said- Every minute is precious
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& O! Let it flow /

V. | ) . I \ » Mirror said — reflect before act v
A | The burden that you've been carrying; | A

&5 The raindrops that you've been holding; | > Window said- See the world &

U There are clouds in all skies.
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» Calendar said- Be up to date
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1 O! Let it flow ’ > Door said- Push hard to achieve your
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‘ Because it's not just you;
‘ There are others too.

The Suffereri_; are diffe_rer]t; Compliled by - Manasvi Kagra, V A
‘ But the sufferings are similar. —

O! Let it flow | Again & Again
| | know you see clouds;
| see them too;

But ironically we are confined to our own | Pass or me
skies. | Doesn't matter

| ri tf we try and try
" O Letit flow q If we try and try again

;\ | understand life; [ Nothing is tmpossible
Although you shall then complain, i o 9 PO
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g%? i ""You've got no clue ‘]\ If we think .
) What I've been through" | Luck § labour H
SS¥ ; i . f =S¥
i R e | Both are needed 1
Al I am not Almighty , 4|
6.? V To know your sky in complete detail; To faoc the GDMP"LLSLDM’ é-?
| - None have | painted, | n an easy way >
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I The clouds in your sky. It is truly satd

Take out the word lmpossible
Awnd write ano try insteaol
wa way achieve any goal

Youtry , try anol try again
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| But being a puppet;
I Of a similar sky;

| would say
O! Let it flow.
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Computer Science Abbreviations
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**HTML- Hyper Text Markup Languag
**HTTP- Hype Text Transfer Proto
+*JPEG- Joint Photographic Gro
+*JPG- Joint Photographic Gr
+*CSS —Cascading Style Sheet

**FAF- Frequently Asked Form
**PNG- Portable network Gra
**GIF-Graphics Interchange F
*WWW- World Wide Web

+*ISP- Internet Service Provide
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**1IS- Internet Information Service
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+*DNS- Domain Name Service
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**FTP- File Transfer Protocol ,Q»//"’
“*XML- Xtensible Markup LangLu
+*B2B — Business to Business
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+*B2C- Business to Customer
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+*C2C- Customer t Customer
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**G2 B -Government to Business
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**G2C Government to Citizen
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& e There are almost 200000000 insects on every human being. &

v v
A A
o o

e An eyeball weighs about 1lounce.
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v e Bamboo can grow up to 3 Ftin 24 Hours. v
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X Human Body has 2-3 million sweet glands. X
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e Sharks can live up to 100 years.
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A e Mosquitoes are more attracted to Blue colour than other colours. A
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| 2] The largest known snow flake was 15 inch wide & 8 inches thick. It fell in 2]
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é& Montana in 1887. éi
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S e Rhythm is the longest word in English without a vowel. &
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& e Asnail sleeps for three years. &
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& e In the last four thousand years, no new animal has been domesticated. [y
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e The ants pass over on the right side always when intoxicated.
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x Star fish does not have brain. x

e An Ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain.
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e The colour of Coca was originally green
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NOo Matter...

No matter how hard you try ;
You can't forget your past.
No matter how hard you try ;
You will always end up hurting people you love.
No matter how hard you try ;
You will be hurt.
No matter how open you are ;
There will always be a part of you undiscovered.
No matter how much you try ;
You can't forget your blunders.
No matter how hard you try ;
There will always be a night when you are alone, crying
And trying to find someone to console you.
But Alas! In vain
But you can certainly do one thing
Live with it.
Accept it.
Try not to repeat it.
Try to be strong,
Strong enough to wipe your own tears.
But for sure,
You can't forget your past ;
No matter how hard you try.
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- Rishika Singh, XI B

Cosmetics

Rain
For your tips — Truth Rain is falling on the ground
Which makes a tip top sound.

For your voice — Prayer Its natural , it is so beautiful.

For your eyes — Sympathy There is no heat, everywhere is cool.
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The trees are growing with the flowers.

For your hands — Charity The peacock started dancing under the
shower.
For your heart — Love
| want a paper to make a boat,
For your face — Smile By sailing it | enjoy a lot.

Farmers get water for their crops,

It stored in earth drops by drops.

- Gunjan Arya, VA
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& +* If you unbound some large spider-webs the silk would stretch for nearly &
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o 480 km. &
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+»» The world’s tallest woman is Sandy Allen. She is 2.35 Meter (7.7 ft)
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56 . . . . . : : &
v % ‘Almost’ is the longest word in the English language with all the letters in v
A A
&5 S5
ooP . )
v alphabetical order. v
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& &b
X +* The people take around six months to take food equal to weight of body. X
3 o

% A honey bee moves around 90 thousand km to collect 1 kg of honey.
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A ** The ant does not sleep any time. A
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| A1 ** In history the smallest war was between Jhanjhiban and England in1896. H
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The war was over in 38 minutes.
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G ** When a person lies on bed, s/he sleeps in 7 minutes. &

> <
> <

& +* A big record for flying kite is for 180 hours. &
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Women Empowerment: 4 Reality
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The subject of empowerment of women has becoming a burning issue all over
the world including India since last few decades. Many agencies of United Nations in
their reports have emphasized that gender issue is to be given utmost priority. It is
held that women now cannot be asked to wait for any more for equality. Inequalities
between men and women and discrimination against women have also been age-old
issues all over the world. Thus, women’s quest for equality with man is a universal
phenomenon. What exists for men is demanded by women? They have demanded
equality with men in matters of education, employment, inheritance, marriage,
politics and recently in the field of religion also to serve as cleric (in Hinduism and
Islam). Women want to have for themselves the same strategies of change which
menfolk have had over the centuries such as equal pay for equal work. Their quest for
equality has given birth to the formation of many women’s associations and
launching of movements.

The position and status of women all over the world has risen incredibly in the
20th century. We find that it has been very low in 18th and 19th centuries in India
and elsewhere when they were treated like ‘objects’ that can be bought and sold. For
a long time women in India remained within the four walls of their household. Their
dependence on menfolk was total. A long struggle going back over a century has
brought women the property rights, voting
rights, an equality in civil rights before
the law in matters of marriage and
employment (in India women had not
to struggle for voting rights as we find
in other countries).

In addition to the above rights,
in India, the customs of purdha (veil
system), female infanticide, child
marriage, sati system (self-immolation
by the women with their husbands),
dowry system and the state of
permanent widowhood were either
totally removed or checked to an
appreciable extent after independence
through legislative measures. Two Acts have also been enacted to emancipate women
in India. These are: Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 and the
Compulsory Registration of Marriage Act, 2006. The Domestic Violence Act
recognizes that abuse be physical as well as mental.
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Anything that makes a woman feel inferior and takes away her self-respect is
abuse. Compulsory Registration of Marriage Act can be beneficial in preventing the
abuse of institution of marriage and hindering social justice especially in relation to
women.

It would help the innumerable women in the country who get abandoned by
their husbands and have no means of proving their marital status. It would also help
check child marriages, bigamy and polygamy, enable women to seek maintenance
and custody of their children and widows can claim inheritance rights. The Act is
applicable on all women irrespective of caste, creed or religion. It would truly
empower Indian women to exercise their rights. To what extent legislative measures
have been able to raise the status of women in India? Are women now feel
empowered in the sense that they are being equally treated by men in all spheres of
life and are able to express one’s true feminine urges and energies? These are the
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important questions to be investigated with regard to women’s empowerment in
India.

We all know that girls are now doing better at school than boys. The annual
results of Secondary and Higher Secondary Board examinations reveal this fact.
More women are getting degrees than men, and are filling most new jobs in every
field. Women are playing bigger and bigger role in economic field: as workers,
consumers, entrepreneurs, managers and investors. According to a report of The
Economist, “‘Women and the World Economy’, in 1950, only one-third of American
women of working age had a paid job.

Today, two-thirds do, and women make up almost half of American’s
workforce. In fact, almost everywhere, including India, more women are employed,
though their share is still very low. Manufacturing work, traditionally a male
preserve, has declined, while jobs in services have expanded, reducing the demand
for manual labour and putting the sexes on equal footing.

We can now see women in almost every field: architecture, lawyers, financial
services, engineering, medical and IT jobs. They have also entered service
occupations such as a nurse, a beautician, a sales worker, a waitress, etc. The rapid
pace of economic development has increased the demand for educated female labour
force almost in all fields. Women are earning as much as their husbands do, their
employment nonetheless adds substantially to family and gives family an economic
advantage over the family with only one breadwinner. This new phenomenon has
also given economic power in the hands of women for which they were earlier totally
dependent on males. Economically independent women feel more confident about
their personal lives. Hence, they are taking more personal decisions, for instance,
about their further education, marriage, etc. More and more women want freedom of
work and control their own reproduction, freedom of mobility and freedom to define
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one’s own style of life. It is contended that freedom leads to greater openness,
generosity and tolerance.

Economic independence of women has also affected the gender relationships.
New forms of gender relationships (live-in relationship is challenging the long-rooted
conception of marriages as a permanent arrangement between families and
communities. A new pattern is emerging in which both partners work outside the
home but do not share equally in housework and child care as we see in Western
families. In India, the paternalistic attitude of the male has not undergone much
change. In spite of such drawbacks and hurdles that still prevail, Indian women
(especially educated) are no longer hesitant or apologetic about claiming a share and
visibility within the family, at work, in public places, and in the public discourse.
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(Based on an essay by Pujal Mondal)
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